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Our Mission
As an ASM technical committee, we provide a venue
for ASM members, to meet who work on the
characterization and interpretation of archaeological
and historical metallic materials, be they excavated,
from museum collections, standing monuments or
from industrial or maritime contexts.

Technical Committee Newsletter
What is Archaeometallurgy?

Archaeometallurgy embraces the history and development of metallurgy since people first started
working native copper ten millennia ago. It is center on the study of the production and use of
metals in human societies and extends to understanding the place of metals in past economies and
belief systems. This is an interdisciplinary and intersects with all aspects of metallurgy, from the
extractive to the physical, and with archeology and history, where them are treated as a continuum.

Key Objectives

What's new?

a) Provide a community for ASM members who study
metallic objects from historical/archaeological sites.

b) Help to develop best practices for characterization,
preventative maintenance on historical infrastructure,
linking historical contexts with manufacturing. 

c) Facilitate and encourage the preservation and
documentation of legacy sample collections with
associated compositional data and micrographs,
location and conditions of access for reuse.

d) Organize and host technical presentations on
Archaeometallurgy topics for the IMAT conference.

Patricia Silvana Carrizo was recognized
as the chair of the committee at the ASM
Leadership Luncheon during the ASM
IMAT conference held at New Orleans,
LA, USA during 09/12/22 - 09/15/22.
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When I returned, I was immersed in a vibrant archaeometry community that included Cyril
Stanley Smith and Heather Lechtman (MIT), Martha Goodway (the Smithsonium Institution,
Washington D.C.), Ronnie Tylecote (Reader in Archaeometallurgy at the University of
Newcastle and Honorary Professor at the Institute of Archaeology, University College London),
Peter Northover (University of Oxford), and many archeomaterials and archaeology
enthusiasts. At that time, ASM had a thriving “Historical Metallurgy Committee”, which
organized symposia at ASM’s annual meetings through the 1970’s to 2000’s, following which a
hiatus resulted due to senior leader commitments. I am excited and inspired to see the
reinvigoration of our archaeometry community under the leadership of Silvana Carrizo, Peter
Northover, Nassos Lazaridis, Scott Henry and their committee members.

I am proud to announce the first newsletter
from ASM’s recently established
Archaeometallurgy Committee and to invite all
those with interests in archaeometals,
archeomaterials, archaeometry (the application
of the physical sciences to archaeological
materials), and relevant archaeology, across the
globe, to join this committee. This is a subject
very dear to my heart as I conducted a year’s
Ph.D. fieldwork (1972-73), supervised by Jim
Charles at Cambridge University, studying the
2000-year old bloomery Iron process still in
practice at that time by the Deemay people of
South-West Ethiopia

ASM’s materials heritage is our future. By understanding the technological developments that
have advanced societies across the millennia, we lay a foundation for analyzing the impact of
historic discoveries; understanding how our past charts our future; and providing a
framework for evaluating discoveries not yet envisaged. We all have important roles and
responsibilities in our spheres of influence to provide our wisdom to future generations. I
urge all of you with interests in this field to reinvigorate our community and to advance the
materials sciences that will benefit future humankind endeavors.



Call for abstracts!
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Members and Leaders

If you are interested in joining the
Committee, please contact Scott Henry @

scott.henry@asminternational.org 

Upcoming Events

ASM Staff Liaison
Scott Henry 

Officers
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IMAT 2023 Conference & Exposition
International Materials Applications &

Technologies Conference and Exhibition
Dates: 10/16/2023 - 10/19/2023

Location: Huntington Place, Detroit MI, United States
Link: https://www.asminternational.org/web/imat-2023 

Forbes Symposium on Technical Studies of Asian Art
Dates: 06/09/2023 - 06/11/2023

Location: Meyer Auditorium, Washington DC, United States
Link: https://asia.si.edu/research/conservation-scientific-

research/science/forbes/ 


